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Mid Season

Unlike what we expectedfter the record season of
2016 this seasomgain shows incredibly highrtle
nesting activities. Past nunmdrs found that
loggerhead sea turtles have a roughly ygars
reproductive cycle, artthat annual nesting numbers

are fluctuating in a periodical manner between the

. years As the Turtle Foundation began its wank
BoaVistaonly 9 years ago, wstill have a relatively smafiesting activitydatabase to state

any hypothesisabout the periodicity of high and low nediractivities. However, general
observations widely compare to thatatura 2000, which began warlg with turtleson Boa

Vista alreadyin 1997. As i2012 and irR016 thenesting activities werighbut considerably

lower before and in betweenye were &pecting arather quiet seasorfut this is notat all
happening. For examplet Ponta Pesqueira Beach, whdygend of July 2016 we had5
activities (nests, false crawbnd false crawlsattempts), in 2017 we alreadgounted 236
activitied All other leaches give a similar picture of much higher nesting activities than were
expected upon previous experienée also have records of turtles that came batready

after 2 years and noafter 3 years as mostanimals did in previous years. It is temptimg t
speculate that these unexpected high nesting numbers may already reflect the conservation
efforts on the eastern Cape Verde islands includingvita that already began 20 years ago.
However, this assumption is challenged by the long time loggerhe#dstureed to reach
maturity after hatching and to come back to beaches where they were born for the first time,
which lasts between 17 and 33 years in the global average. In fact, mean generation times
vary between the different loggerhead sea turtle p@pian all over the world, the time to
maturity is not yet known for the Cape Verde population, and the observation time is not yet
sufficient to draw viable conclusions. Further, the so far observed periodicities in nesting

activities might either have hgened by chance, or might be superimposed by activity rhythms

www.turtle-foundation.org



PO T4,
e %

2 Turtle Times

430 VE?‘O Turtle Foundation - AUGUST 2017
Protecting sea turtles and their habitats

with even longer period lengths tham8years. Therefore, we have to wait for the nesting
results of the next years before we can draw solid conclusions about nesting periodicity and
the longterm development of the local loggerhead turtle population. However, we are
convinced that in the long run ongoing conservation efforts will pay off by increasing nesting

numbers.

Hatchery

The hatcheries are going very wéllit this yearsome
circumstanes are a bit different. All otbr years we
had only one hatchermphat was locatedat the keach of
Ponta Pesqueiraear the Lacacaofield station This
year we have one mordiatchery nearthe Boa

Esperanga camisince at the Boa Esperancga beach we

observedhigh predation rates of nests and hatchlings

Firg part of hatchery construction

by ghost crabs w are testingf hatching and survival
rates can be increased by hatcheries that allow for a save and undisturbed development of the
turtle eggs. However, since artificial hatcheries also hae# tirawbacks, we are currently
testing the feasibility of this method only with a small number of 40 nests. FdPdh&a
Pesqueird_acacao hatchery the situation is different. Due to the detrimental impact of the
nearby RIU hotel and construction sitesl@tching sea turtles, caused by excessive artificial
illumination of the beach at night, the hatchery there is the only chance to ensure that an
appreciable number of turtle hatchlings emerging from nests laid on Lacacéo beach make it to
the sea. For tlsireason we are relocating all nests found on Lacacao beach to the hatchery or
to other safe places dfonta Pesqueirbeach already for a couple of years. Howeveg tb
the high nesting ratesvitnessed also on Lacacédo bedhls year, we had to increaske size
of the hatchery. Last year the hatchery hosfigld nestsput this yearwe had to enlarge it
during the seasomvith spaces for 50 more nests. Incredildyt it isalready full.. The first
nest,expected fobeginningof Septemberalready hatcled in the last dapf August. V& hope

that the hatchingrates ofour hatcherieswill be asgoodas in previous years.

www.turtle-foundation.org
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Maya and Alberto in the hatchery

Maria Joanahatchling measures

Valdir, nest relocation

Front Team

Domas
Coordinator (Cruz do Morto Camp)

A monster with turtles, clearly a good monster and a full hand artist.
Started working with turtlgorotection since 2007, as an army recruit
in the former times were military personnel helped us with beach
protection. In 2015 Domas was a sctordinator and for showing
great leadership skills he commanded tbantocamp in the North

of Boavistan 2016 This year he put all his skills into practice in the

) -l most isolated camp of the Turtle Foundation. A resident of the Fundo

de Fdigueiras community, he has enormous influence over people, always tryemdsent

www.turtle-foundation.org
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our organization along with general consation interests, tceducatepeopleand to raise

awareness.

Sidney
Camp CoordinatorGanto Camp

Born onthe Island of S&o Vicente, resident of t
Island of Sal, for 5 yeaRidneyalwayscameto the
Island of Boa Vista to protect the turtleldis first
season in 2012 ehwas participating as an army

recruit With great ierest in our work he latgoined

Turtle FoundationHe has gained tremendous experience as a ranger ifagh& years,on
which basis this season as offeredthe opportunity to coadinate theCantocamp and put
into practice all his skills to lead as it should He.is great at always taking the keys of the

apartment, too, hopefly next time he will not forget to give it back.

Davidson

Field Coordinator CantoCamp)

Originating fom thelsland of Santo Ant&o, the greenest and most
beautiful island of Cape Verde. It is his fourth year at the Turtle
Foundation and hisegond in the field lead. He greyuickly to this
position thanks to his slksland dexterity working with turtlesTwo
years in the Lacacdo made him the ideal person foC#etocamp.

A gentle and at the same time rigid person, demanding from

everyone a job well den Great with scalpels, when he not almost

cut his hand off, and wh toilets ask him if you want more

information. Ask him to make a "frapé" while he tells you the story.

www.turtle-foundation.org
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Valdir

Camp Coordinator (Lacacdo Camp)

He is originatingrom the Islar of S&o Vicente, whict
iIs why hedoes not speak Criollo vewell. He live®n
the Island of Boa Vista a few ysalready Despite
some stumbling in the pastaldir is a shiningxample

of overcomingto be followed. He was a poachtar -

about 2 years, buthe took advantagefrom the \ =

opportunity Natura 2000 gave hito work in ecotourism Afterwards, hevorked with urtles

and birds on Santa Luzia Isth He has been with Turtf®undation since 20185 a ranger at

the Boa Esperanca and Lacacamps.Beingthe coordinator of thé.acacaa@amp this seasgn

he now the opportunity to show everything he has learned antié¢adhe example of change,
demonstrating thatopportunities can create environmental awareness and responsibility. He
hasmanyother skills and is very interested in world politics, ask him for coffeg/@ndan

spend hours talkingvith him aboutthat all.

Alberto

Field Coordinator (Lacacao Camp)

He is from Galicia and speaks excellent Portuguese. A

biologist, he has worked on Sal Island and Costa Rica. He

easy taskJoyful, playful and hardworking, alwayserp

to listen and learn and in this way idg the best job
possible. Beareful when looking deep in heyes, they are almost like sapphires, and you can

easily be hypnotized®ethink he has a crdson baguettesbut there's no problem with that.

www.turtle-foundation.org
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Rasta

Coordinator (Curral Velho Camp)

Born in Santigo, he works just a short time for Turtl
Foundation, but he has a special westh people.He has a

big heart.Hiscalm and relaxed way willow be tesed in a

position with greater responsibility. An extremely corre
person with a strong personality. Maybe the woolen ceé =
when the temperature is 33 degrees Celsius, does ne¢igo
well to him, we warned himWe do notyet know how he

manages to look ttough all thathair alwayshangingin front of his face.

Martinho

Camp Coordinator (Boa Esperanca Camp)

" Coming from Guinea, he has lived in Cape Verde for some eatisiho
was a ranger alreadyin all the amps of the Turtle Foundation. Hhas
great experience and great ability with turtlemnd is invaluable for the
camp. Extreme politenessd kindare his middle namg A born verker,
hardly indisposed or showing a bad faegcepione timewhen he had to
go 5nights in a rowup tothe end of Curral \fleo beach;that wasso far

| the only timewhenwe saw hinreally tired

www.turtle-foundation.org
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Cristina

Field Coordinator (Boa Esperanca Camp)

Coming directlyffrom Valencia (Spain) fdrer second seaso

for field coordination in theamp of Boa Esperanc&he is a
veterinarian ad hasa special passion for animals.eSbrings
in her luggage the experience of a season of turtl
conservation workn Costa Rica, bupparentlythe Island of
BoaVista hasits specialattraction, making heicoming back {}

this year. An extremely calm, pant and gentle person.

Anniversary of the Turtle Foundation

Joaninha grilling, gooooo Joaninha

BE x Norte

The Turtle 6undation celebratedts 10" nesting season on Boavista and tHe Erthday of
Fundacao Tartaruga with a big party in the Boa Esperanca cahmg year we had around 60
guests at he party, staff and their relatives, rangers and voluntdess all 5 camps. It all
started with a meeting with the members of the office tiiscussthe entire logistics and
division of tasks. The day before the party, the offiescrazy. Everything hds be prepared

and everyone runs to every corner so that everythagarranged, without leaving routine

www.turtle-foundation.org
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work outside. On the day of the pgrtall people were welcomed in the Boa Esper&map,
wherethe celebration takes placevery yearand whichthenis always full of smiles, music

and asusual, lots of food. Th&urtle Foundatiorfootball championship took place as every
year, and once again thHgoa Esperanceam took"the cup”, leaving behind the Canto Camp
and breakng downLacacadCampas usu& We believe that playing at home brintiee Boa
Esperanca teama great advantage. After the football championship @mdextendedanning
sessionon the beachlunchtime approached Everyone & together at a huge tablethe
integration of all peopleis important and very beautiful. Culture, storiemd valuesfrom
different places in the world and different places in Cape Weate exchanged at the same
time; that waswealth. After lunch, the traditional dance wheel sy with music and dance
typical of Cap&/erde, Kizomba and Cotxi.plmost everyoe daral to dance in the middle of

the wheel, those who know, those who do not know, and those who have never danced, and
all go crazy. At the end of the party thesasthe traditional deep and exciting speech of the
boss, Ukie, who in fine words thatkeveryone for the effort antdard work, for believing in
conservation and for protecting a precious part of this incredible country. Once believed,
anything can be done. At the time of the cake, something unusual hagpeikie handed the
knife toDomas, o with all right, cut the first piece of the cake. A person who has spent so
many years protecting turtles, with great strength and dedication. There woula lretter
person to be honoredt that moment. The party was beautiful and remarkable once ggain
and the Turtle Foundation thanks for the dedication and the beautiful smile and joy spread on

this important day.

The BOSS speach

www.turtle-foundation.org
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Paulo teaching how to dance

Domas cutting the cake

North Camp

Boa Esperanca Camp Lacacao Camp

www.turtle-foundation.org
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