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Dear friends and supporters of Turtle Foundation,

my journey in life started on the island of Fogo, the volca-
nic island of the country of Cabo Verde. I am the oldest 
of seven children. My father was a police officer and my 
mother was a housewife during the early years of my 
childhood. 

After living aboard for a few years, where I studied the 
English language and gained experiences in life, I returned 
home to find passion in working in conservation, while 
raising a family.

Since joining Turtle Foundation in 2010, it has been a 
pleasure and at the same time an honor to work in the 
turtle conservation sector. With working for Turtle Foun-
dation, my passion for conversation was ignited. I of-
ten like to say that “I was here from the beginning” and  
“I have witnessed the growth of today’s biggest turtle 
conservation organisation in Cabo Verde”.

When I look back, I remember one of my first duties was 
being the logistic coordinator – driving in deep sand  
through the desert off-roads to deliver food and water 
30 km away or driving through hurricane Fred which 
hit Cabo Verde in 2015, trying to reach all camp sites in 
order to evacuate local rangers and international volun-
teers. It was so exciting! 

Today, as the project manager, I became more of an office 
person as I am overseeing the functions and duties of the 
entire team of Fundação Tartaruga. Currently, the project 
consists of 79 people during the nesting season from 
June to November, and 19 permanent local staff throug-
hout the year. Since I have no professional educational 
background or university degree, my role of leadership 
developed through training on the job and learning by 
doing over the years.

More importantly, Turtle Foundation’s project has helped 
me build a bond with friends from around the world, from 
South America, Europe and Indonesia. This project made 
this possible.

The great support from donors, supporters and friends 
has helped my country to realize the importance of ma-
rine turtles and its habitats, in which today the majority 
of the country’s population is united to make a difference. 
Thanks to your support, a person from Fogo has found 
his true passion, and it is also your continuous support 
that will give others like me the opportunity to fulfill their 
dreams in nature conversation.

Euclides “Ukie” Resende
Managing Director Fundação Tartaruga

turtle foundation is an international association of 
closely cooperating organisations dedicated to the 
protection of sea turtles and their habitats. it currently 
consists of seven national institutions, which are re-
gistered in their countries as non-profit, tax-exempt 
organisations under local law: turtle foundation (tf) 
germany (since 2000), tf Switzerland (since 2006), 
tf uSa (since 2006), tf cape Verde (since 2012; local 
name: fundação tartaruga), tf liechtenstein (since 
2014), tf indonesia (since 2018; local name: yayasan 
Penyu indonesia) and tf uK (since 2019). furthermore, 
in germany, the support association turtle foundation 
friends e. V. is registered as a non-profit organisation.  
turtle foundation is primarily operational and main-
tains conservation projects in indonesia and cape 
Verde. the aim is to stop the threat of extinction  
these animals are facing and to allow the populations 
to grow back to a healthy level in the long term, as 
well as to end cruelty and abusive activities against 
sea turtles. we promote the sustainability of the 
conservation projects by accompanying environ-
mental education measures and programmes to 
create alternative income opportunities for the local 
population with regard to an environmentally com-
patible and sustainable use of coastal and marine  
habitats.

turtle foundation uK was established in london 
on the 12th of october 2019 as the most recent or-
ganisation of turtle foundation. it is headed by the 
foundation board members lisa logan, John logan, 
dr. christophe eizaguirre and Prof. dr. otto Jockel. 
furthermore, turtle foundation germany was trans-
formed from a trust foundation into a foundation with 
legal capacity under civil law on the 25th of June 2019.

on march 27th 2020, turtle foundation will cele-
brate its 20th anniversary! this date marks the day 
on which turtle foundation germany was founded 
in ammerland, upper Bavaria, by a documentary 
film team (eberhard meyer, michael goldschmidt 
and Hiltrud cordes), two enthusiastic sportdivers  
(christine Hagen and frank Zindel) and the benefac-

tor rudolf freiberger. during a film project and diving 
trips the year before, the founding members them-
selves experienced first-hand the threat to sea turt-
les from relentless exploitation. 

much has happened since then and through its suc-
cess in the protection of sea turtles, environmental 
education and the assumption of social responsibi-
lity in the project areas, turtle foundation has grown 
into a renowned international organisation for na-
ture conservation. thanks to special funding from 
the maVa foundation, turtle foundation was able to 
open an office in cologne in 2019, from where project 
management and fundraising are now coordinated.

Prologue turtle foundation 
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projeCT BaCKground
the indonesian derawan archipelago off east Borneo 
in the Berau district is home to the world‘s eighth 
largest nesting area of the green sea turtle (Chelonia 
mydas). However, due to mass collection of their eggs, 
the population has shrunk to a tenth of its original 
population. the coral reefs of the archipelago are also 
feeding grounds for a significant population of the 
rare hawksbill turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata), which is 
illegally hunted for its shell.

our first project started in 2000 on the island of  
Sangalaki, which resulted in the construction of a 
permanent station in January 2002 to be able to pro-
tect the island all year round. Based on the success 
on Sangalaki, where we achieved almost the com-
plete prevention of illegal collection of turtle eggs, 
we were able to protect two more islands (Bilang- 
Bilangan and mataha) starting from 2008. in the me-
antime, these projects have been handed to a local 
nature conservation authority (Sangalaki) and a local  
nature conservation organisation (Bilang-Bilangan and  
mataha). Belambangan remained as the last import-
ant and completely unprotected nesting island of the 
population, from which the majority of the turtle eggs 
that were still being sold in the district were sourced.

pRojects 2019
indoneSia

Berau

Green sea turtle searching 
for a nesting place

The island of Belambangan 



turtle-foundation.org turtle-foundation.org 11

0

100

200

300

400

500

600 Numbers of nests

December

November

Octo
ber

September

AugustJuly
June

May
April

March

Months

Nu
m

be
r o

f n
es

ts
76

114

224

313

417

592

505

432

265

96

enVironmenTal eduCaTion, puBliC relaTionS 
and adVoCaCy
to bring the idea of turtle and marine protection to 
the awareness of the young population, local schools 
have been visited regularly and over 5,600 child-
ren and young people were reached in a total of  
57 events. another topic addressed in the context of 
the anti turtle shell campaign during these visits was 
the wearing of turtle shell jewellery, which unfortu-
nately is still very popular among young people.

Since Belambangan is administratively part of the 
larger island of maratua with its four villages, we 
want to involve the local population in the conserva-
tion work. Besides the recruitment of rangers from  
maratua, first exploratory talks have shown that, 

among other things, the development of an ecotou-
rism concept with turtle-watching visits to Belam-
bangan could have a chance of success. further needs 
assessments and their results will be incorporated 
into future development cooperation programmes.

of substantial importance is the trustful cooperati-
on with government representatives and authorities 
with whom we are in close contact. we were there-
fore very pleased to welcome official delegations to 
Belambangan on several occasions and to present to 
them the progress of our work.

BeaCh moniToring on BelamBangan
after clarifying all formal, logistical and financial cir-
cumstances, we were finally able to take our position 
on Belambangan at the turn of the year 2018/2019. 
under the guidance of project manager and managing 
director of yayasan Penyu indonesia, Bayu Sandi, a 
temporary camp was set up, equipped with sanitary 
installations, a small solar power plant with refrige-
rator, water supply and a kitchen tent. By the end of 
the year we were able to start building a station so 
that the rangers will soon have a permanent roof over 
their heads.

Since then, the beach is regularly patrolled at night 
and data of nests and turtles are collected. in the 
beginning, there were still some attempts by poa-
chers to get to the island and steal eggs, which 
could successfully be prevented. Between march 
1st and december 31st 2019, we counted a total of  
3,034 nests on the island, from which about 250,000 
hatchlings emerged; thus we are now permanently 
protecting another 15-20% of the population of the 
archipelago on Belambangan. this number of nests 
has exceeded our expectations; perhaps the island 
of Belambangan,  which measures just 9.3 hectares 
(approx. 23 acres), has the highest nest density of all 
nesting islands in the derawan archipelago!

ComBaTing illegal FiShing meThodS
illegal fishing with explosives and poison is a major 
threat to the coral reefs of the archipelago. a te-
lescope was purchased to observe and report such  
activities to the authorities in the Belambangan area. 
furthermore, we participate in boat patrols by the po-
lice, whereby dynamite fishermen could successfully 
be driven away. at the same time, together with the 
local fishermen‘s association marlin, we are offering 
education to the population about the destructive ef-
fects of bomb and poison fishing.

Berau

School children in Manado with TF brochure

Installation of the solar system
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SiPora

projeCT BaCKground
the population of the impressive leatherback turtle 
(Dermochelys coriacea) of the northeast indian ocean is 
very likely threatened with extinction. we were all the 
more affected when, after the discovery of a new nes-
ting beach of this population on the mentawai island 
of Sipora off west Sumatra, which was previously 
unknown to experts, we discovered that practically all 
nesting females and their eggs were consumed by the 
local population. together with the local nature con-
servation authority BPSPl Padang and the indian 
dakshin foundation we developed a plan to protect 
this beach.

BeaCh proTeCTion and populaTion reSearCh
the project started in autumn 2017 at the 8 km long 
beach of Buggeisiata on Sipora, about 4 km from the 
nearest village matuptuman. in this village we ren-
ted a house as our headquarters and set up a sim-
ple camp on the beach with tents and a hatchery. 
as many clutches as possible were transferred to 
the hatchery to mature in a protected environment.  
Six villagers were hired to patrol the beach regularly 
during night time and in the mornings, relocate the 
nests, collect nest data in accordance with our stan-
dards, and permanently guard the hatchery until the 
young turtles would hatch.

in the nesting season of 2018/2019 we counted 
a total of 55 leatherback turtle nests (2017/2018: 
65), 2 green sea turtle nests (2017/2018: 7) and  
4 olive ridley turtle nests of (2017/2018: 0) on the  
beach of Buggeisiata. three nests (2x leatherback 
and 1x green sea turtle nest) were collected by  
residents of the neighbour village, with which unfor-
tunately no cooperation could be agreed upon so far. 
a number of 44 nests of leatherback turtles could be 
transferred to the hatchery. from these nests 3,085 
hatchlings emerged, which were immediately relea-
sed after measuring.

in the nesting season 2018/2019 we started mar-
king turtles that were found nesting. eight animals 
were marked, one of which could be identified in a 
total of five ovipositions; the other marked individu-
als were each encountered between one and three 
times. Based on the number of nests and an average 
of four clutches per nesting season, it is calculated 
that about 14 individual females visited the beach 
for reproduction in the 2018/2019 season. these are 
not large numbers compared to our other projects, 
however, each individual is valuable for the conserva-
tion of the population, which is estimated to consist 
of only 500-1,000 nesting females per season. no 
turtles have been killed on Buggeisiata beach since 
the project began.

unfortunately the last nesting season in autumn 
2019 did not start very promising – no traces of  
leatherback turtles were found on the beach until 
the end of the year. it remains to be seen whether 
this is merely a seasonal low in annual nesting  
activity or whether our initiative to save the leather-
back turtles of Sipora has come too late.

all the more important are the excursions of our pro-
ject leader meriussoni Zai, who has visited potential 
other nesting beaches of leatherback turtles on the 
west coast of Sumatra as well as on the offshore 
islands in several research trips. Since leatherback 
turtles generally have a greater spatial variation in 

the selection of their nesting beaches compared to 
other species of sea turtles, it is particularly import-
ant to focus on the protection of the entire nesting 
population. it would be fatal to protect only one par-
ticular nesting beach if the turtle were to be killed at 
the next oviposition on another, unprotected beach.

CommuniTy worK and repreSenTaTion 
oF inTereSTS
the use of sea turtles has a long tradition among 
the population of the mentawai islands. However, an 
agreement has been reached with the village commu-
nity of matuptuman to refrain from the consumption of 
turtle meat and eggs. in return, we employed six peop-
le as rangers during the nesting season, including the 
men who in the past were responsible for collecting 
the eggs and killing the turtles. in the small communi-

ty of matuptuman, which has about 300 inhabitants, 
there are otherwise hardly any opportunities to earn 
income beyond subsistence farming. therefore, even 
a small number of employees is an effective scheme 
to nourish the cooperation with the village community. 
the villagers received additional income from visitors 
to our project, who paid for food and accommodation 
in the village. furthermore, we organised and financed 
the renovation of the village church, which is of great 
importance for village life being a meeting place and 
community house.

the project on Sipora is carried out in close coopera-
tion with the local authorities, especially the district 
administration and the regional office for the manage-
ment of marine resources (BPSPl Padang).

Counting the eggshells of a hatched nest
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anti turtle SHell camPaign

projeCT BaCKground
in addition to the man-made threats affecting all 
seven species of sea turtles, the hawksbill turtle 
(Eretmochelys imbricata) is particularly hunted for its 
sought-after turtle shell, making it one of the most 
threatened sea turtles. despite the ban, hawksbill 
turtles are still being killed in indonesia and products 
made of turtle shell (mostly jewellery) as well as 
stuffed animals are sold. Since the existing laws are 
hardly enforced, this happens at markets, in shops 
and on sales platforms on the internet. in addition, 
turtle shell is probably also smuggled into other asian 
countries, especially Japan and china.

in order to save the remaining hawksbill turtles in  
indonesia, we launched a nationwide initiative with 
the following objectives: 
 1. identify the active production and sales points 

as well as the national trade routes for turtle 
shell;

 2. curb these activities by addressing and, if the 
situation requires it, reporting producers and 
distributors to the police; 

 3. conduct awareness campaigns in traditional 
and social media.

the project is implemented by our indonesian part-
ner organisation yPi in cooperation with the indone-
sian nature conservation organisation Profauna and 
the uS-american anti turtle shell initiative too rare 
to wear. the campaign started in mid-2019; for this 
purpose, an office was rented in Bali as an operatio-
nal base.
 

aCTiViTieS
in indonesia, popular online sales platforms (e.g., 
tokopedia, Shopee) and social networks (e.g., face-
book, instagram) were systematically searched for 
offers of turtle shell products. we found approxima-
tely 200 active online accounts with over 1,500 indi-
vidual offers of turtle products representing a sales 
value of over €300,000. we informed the platform 
operators about the illegal activities on their websi-
tes. approximately half of them agreed not to allow 
the selling of turtle products in the future; some of 
the offers have already been removed. we are yet to 
receive feedback from many others and will investi-
gate and take legal action if necessary.

in a first step, we also carried out research in local sa-
les outlets on Bali and on nias, another centre for the 
production and trade of turtle shell products. in Bali 
we found 23 shops with a range of turtle souvenirs, 
on nias there were 14 shops. Partly the sources of 
the products could be inquired. the future follow-up 
measures will be discussed with the local authorities, 
but we are still trying to obtain voluntary waivers for 
the sale of turtle products from the shop operators 
before taking legal action.

another core element of our activities against the 
turtle shell trade is our awareness campaign, which 
runs under the indonesian slogan „Keren tanpa sisik“ 
(translates as „cool without turtle shell“). the cam-
paign primarily targets the emotional aspects of the 
turtle shell trade. this ranges from the disclosure of 
the cruelty of obtaining turtle scales (alive turtles are 
scalded with boiling water) to the positive effects for 
the protection of turtles and the sea, if you are „cool 
without turtle scales“. as a sympathetic companion 
of the campaign (and also as our future turtle foun-
dation mascot) „Kimi“ was created, a young comic  
hawksbill turtle. Kimi adorns the information material 
produced for the campaign (flyers, stickers, printed 
bags etc.) and articles in the social media. in schools 
and at events in nias and Bali, Kimi accompanied us 
during the presentations. 
to spread our message on further 
to the relevant target groups, 
we started to build up a network 
between professionals in the 
tourism industry in Bali.
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Beach camp Boa Esperança 

Loggerhead turtle laying eggs

Washed-up waste

Carcasses of poached turtles

ProJect BacKground

the island state of cape Verde off the coast of west 
africa is home to the world‘s third largest nesting 
population of loggerhead Sea turtles (Caretta caretta), 
with about two-thirds of the animals nesting on Boa 
Vista alone. excessive poaching of nesting females 
in particular, but also fishing, pollution and mass 
tourism have officially made this globally significant 
population one of the 11 most threatened sea turtle 
populations in the world.

in 2008, turtle foundation set up its first protection 
camp on Boa Vista, alarmed by a report of 1,200 turtles 
killed the year before. Since then, the project has 
been greatly expanded and poaching on the protec-
ted beaches significantly reduced. an important step 
in 2017 was the intensified cooperation with the 
two other local conservation initiatives cabo Verde 
natura 2000 and BioS.cV, whereby the responsibi-
lities for certain tasks were divided. the cooperation 
is represented to the public under the name Projeto 
tartaruga Boa Vista.

pRojects 2019
Boa ViSta
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direct Protection meaSureS

the core activity consists of protecting nesting turt-
les from poaching through night patrols carried out 
during the nesting season from June to the end of  
october, operated by local rangers and international 
volunteers. in 2019 we covered a total of almost  
40 kilometres of beach monitoring, corresponding to 
about 70% of the major nesting beaches on Boa Vista. 
the patrols were operated from five temporary beach 
camps and carried out by members of two local  
organisations from the villages of Povoação Velha 
and Bofareira, who received financial and logistical 
support from us.

after last year the number of nests on the whole of 
Boa Vista exceeded all previous observations by  
almost factor three, we saw rather „regular“ numbers 
again in the 2019 season. However, with 7,232 nests 
on monitored beaches (17,181 nests in 2018,  
5,650 nests in 2017) it turned out to be the second 
best result so far! all in all, there has been a positive 
development over the past few years.

another reason for optimism was the significant 
decrease of poaching on land. in 2017 at least 235 
animals were still killed on the beaches of Boa Vista, 
in 2018 it reduced to 70, in the 2019 season only  
17 leading to an impressive total decrease of 93%. 
these results are mainly due to a combination of 
stricter legislation and the introduction of new me-
thods of beach monitoring. Since last year, we have 
been providing strategic, technical and personnel 
support to a newly established official „Sea turtle 

Surveillance task force“ (StStf) for the surveillance 
of nesting beaches by a night-vision capable drone. 
with this drone the particularly endangered nesting 
beaches were monitored almost every night. the pro-
ject was expanded and optimised in 2019, especially 
from a strategic perspective. Progress was also made 
in StStf‘s second project: in June 2019, after almost 
two years of training in Switzerland, our conservation 
dogs Karetta and Kelo and their two handlers began 
their work on Boa Vista under the supervision of the 
Swiss trainer dr. marlene Zähner. the dogs‘ main task 
is to track down parts of poached turtles. the dogs 
settled in nicely on Boa Vista and continued their  
training programme.

to protect some of the nests from the effects of  
growing mass tourism and other threats in particular, 
we have increased the number of our hatcheries from 
two to three. a total of 520 nests were sunbred and 
hatched under natural but protected conditions 
(2018: 428 nests), from which a total of about  
26,440 young animals hatched at a rate of about 78%.

unfortunately, the threat to the turtles from poaching 
is not limited to the beaches; the threat to the  
animals at sea is even greater due to the increasingly 
effective beach monitoring. therefore, we worked  
together with the marine conservation organisation 
maralliance on a concept for the protection of sea 
turtles at sea, for which some research is still requi-
red. in a pilot project, a male loggerhead turtle was 
equipped with a satellite transmitter on 20th June 2019 
in order to find out its main whereabouts during the 
mating season and its year-round migration routes; 
more animals will follow.

In the warehouse: 
food distribution

Drone exercise
Lunch at camp

Shooting with Kelo and Karetta

Marking of a 
loggerhead turtle
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data collection and reSearcH Social engagement

ongoing research on the status and dynamics of the 
local hawksbill turtle population has been intensified 
in cooperation with the cabo Verde natura 2000 and 
BioS.cV organisations. for this purpose, methodolo-
gies of data collection and evaluation were standardi-
sed under the direction of natura 2000. in the future, 
a common database will collect biometric, geogra-
phic and other data of all recorded nests and nesting  
turtles of Boa Vista and allow access to scientists and 
authorities.

for several years we have been cooperating with the 
research group of dr. christoph eizaguirre of Queen 
mary university london, which is working on vari-
ous questions concerning the biology of loggerhead 
sea turtles in cape Verde. in September 2019, the 
group published a paper on the feeding strategies of  
loggerhead sea turtles of the archipelago in a presti-
gious scientific journal (see „media and Publications“).

in 2018, we significantly expanded and professiona-
lised our social commitment, and in 2019 we conti-
nued along this important path. together with repre-
sentatives and members of the local communities, a 
comprehensive participatory development program 
was developed and launched in spring 2018. a total 
of 28 individual measures were decided on for the 
next three years, 13 of which were either started 
in 2019 (6) or continued from the previous year (7). 
further measures in this catalogue were completed 
in the previous year (11) or will be started in 2020 (5).

the activities in 2019 included a socio-economic stu-
dy on the physical and intangible value of sea turt-
les, promoting the athletic, cultural and musical de-
velopment of children and young people, supporting 
artisanal fishermen in improving safety at sea, work-
shops on organic farming and combating alcoholism. 
the women‘s cooperative “tamBra“ in the village 
of João galego is exemplary: founded in 2018 it con-
tinues to be supported and successfully produces 

and sells food as well as organic cosmetics under 
the brand of the same name, thus enabling women 
to contribute to the family upkeep. even though the 
poaching of sea turtles on the beaches and in the sea 
continues being a man‘s business, women are also an 
important target group, as they process, cook and sell 
the meat.

equally important ambassadors for the protection of 
the turtles and nature on Boa Vista are the people di-
rectly employed in the protection project. altogether, 
including the community-based projects, 92 people 
were employed in the projects either year-round (19) 
or seasonally (mostly rangers and their coordinators; 
73 in total), 89 (96%) of them cape Verdean citizens. 
a further six cape Verdeans served as voluntary hel-
pers free of charge as part of a training programme 
for nature conservation rangers. opposed to interna-
tional volunteers, accommodation and meals for local 
volunteers are free of charge.

The TAMBRA women Organic soap
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enVironmental education and 
rePreSentation of intereStS

oBituary

Since the launch of Projeto tartaruga Boa Vista, BioS.cV 
has been in charge of environmental education. we 
have therefore discontinued our long-standing pro-
ject „School in nature“ for the time being. Since then 
BioS.cV has been organising a similar activity with 
the support of all organisations.

together with the other organisations we partici-
pated in various environmental education activities, 
awareness campaigns and beach cleaning events. as 
an example, maralliance has organized a large beach 
clean up campaign for the island off the capital of Boa 
Vista. maralliance also managed the cleanup of Boa 
esperança beach, one of our project beaches, as part 
of the international coastal cleanup day.

together with cabo Verde natura 2000 and BioS.cV, 
turtle foundation is one of the members of the out-
come action Plan „Sea turtles west africa“, which 

We greatly grieve the death of our former employee 
and later project partner Alexander „Zeddy“ Seymour, 
who died in a diving accident in summer 2019. 
Zeddy worked for Turtle Foundation in project 
management on Boa Vista before he established 
the Cape Verdean section of the MarAlliance marine 
conservation organisation there. He was significantly 
involved in our project to investigate and fight turtle 
poaching at sea.

We dedicate this annual report to Zeddy.

the maVa foundation has developed and is financing 
significantly for the period of 2017–2022. in additi-
on to the island of Boa Vista, this includes the cape 
Verdean island of maio, as well as other areas in the 
countries of guinea Bissau and mauritania.

turtle foundation is an active founding member of the 
cape Verdean network for the protection of sea turtles 
taola (tartaruga Kriola). taola represents the inte-
rests of the national protection of sea turtles before 
the government and other interest groups, and play-
ed a significant role in the creation of a very import-
ant new law in this regard. at the 10th annual meeting 
of taola in march 2019 on the island of fogo, the 
nationwide standardisation of data collection and 
evaluation was discussed, where the experiences  
of the Projeto tartaruga Boa Vista were significantly 
incorporated.
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Source* and uSe of fundSincome Statement 
01 Jan 2019 – 31 dec 2019

*The costs for the Cologne office are financed by a special grant for organisational development.

*Exact comparability with previous years is not possible because a differentiated breakdown has been introduced from 2019
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2017/20182016/20172015/20162014/2015
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468,295 €

336,809 €

487,154 €

678,594 €

626,579 €

48,126 €
20,836 €

83,565 €

2019

779,105 €

International office Cologne

Third-party projects

Projects Indonesia

Project Cape Verde

0.5%, 5,916 €
14.3%
160,092 €

17.8%
198,957 €

67.4%
753,208 €

expenSeS eur proCeedS eur

Project Cape Verde Restricted funds and revenues
coordination and overhead 167,601 funds for cape Verde 525,572
Protection of nesting beaches 271,123 revenues and sales cape Verde 20,213
community involvement 
and community projects 54,677 restricted donations 265

data collection and research 7,866 revenues and sales indonesia 479
expenditure for environmental 
agency (special funding) 120,578 funds for indonesia 33,059

expenditure on organisational 
development (special funding) 67,853 Total restricted funds and 

revenues 579,587

Project management 63,511
direct expenses for Cape Verde 753,208

Projects Indonesia Unrestricted funds and revenues

Berau 96,297 Symbolic turtle adoptions, fines 
donations, turtle tombola 41,101

Sipora 37,464 Sales of various articles 144

anti turtle shell campaign 33,440 funds from grant-giving organisa-
tions equalling and over 5,000 € 67,948

Project management 31,755

Private donations, corpora-
te donations, and funds from 
grant-giving organisations 
below 5,000 €

83,300

direct expenses for indonesia 198,957 turtle foundation friends 
(friends association) 7,025

Total unrestricted funds and 
revenues 199,517

Support for third-party projects 5,916

International office Cologne
Public relations, advertising, 
fundraising 103,229

Structural costs 56,863
office Cologne total 160,092

Funds carried forward from 2018 
for multi-year project funding -232,482

Funds carried forward from 2018 
for environmental authority 
(special funding)

-90,347

expenditure surplus -16,238

Total expenses 779,105 total proceeds 779,105

*
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indoneSia

Berau
the protection project successfully started on  
Belambangan will be continued. the five ran-
gers will continue to monitor the nesting beach of  
Belambangan all year round and protect nesting 
turtles and their nests from poachers, as well as col-
lect data on the nesting activity of the animals ac-
cording to our proven scheme. the temporary camp 
on the island will be replaced by a proper station, 
which will be built under the aspects of sustainability 
and recyclability of available materials; the smallest 
possible ecological footprint will be kept during the 
stay and the activity on the island. while the station 
is close to being completed, we are still looking for 
sponsors to finance a new boat with a more energy- 
efficient engine. the community work on the neigh-
bouring island of maratua is to be intensified with 
specific measures. furthermore, public relations and  
environmental education in the spirit of turtle and 
sea protection is being carried out on the inhabited 
islands of the archipelago and in those parts of the  
Berau regency located on the mainland of Borneo.

anTi TurTle Shell Campaign
Based on the results of the investigations about 
turtle shell trade and the relevant areas of ori-
gin and production sites, we will further expand 
our public relations activities, in particular in the  
social media. we will provide information material like  
pictures and videos in an emotionally effective way 
to draw attention to the fate of hawksbill turtles in 
indonesian waters. Known sales points of turtle shell 
products must actively refrain from selling them, 
and if desired, they can be positively involved in our  
activities (e.g. by being certified as a turtle shell-free 
souvenir shop); in case of persistent refusal to do so, 
the authorities will be involved. 

Sipora
the protection project for the leatherback turtle nes-
ting beach Buggeisiata on Sipora will be continued 
whereas the involvement of the local population will 
be further strengthened through direct involvement 
in the project, environmental education and support 
schemes. in order to be able to protect the exis-
ting leatherback turtle population even better, the  

research for further nesting beaches in the region 
will be continued. the international networking with 
other organisations for the protection of leatherback 
turtles in the eastern indian ocean, which has already 
begun, will be continued and intensified through visit 
and training programmes.

pRoject plAnning 
2020

Measuring a 
leatherback turtle

Turtle shell jewellery: 
illegal but openly offered for sale

Ranger on Belambangan
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caPe Verde, Boa ViSta acKnowledgement

media and PuBlicationS

By taking on the second half of the off-budget finan-
cing by the maVa fondation pour la nature (2020-
2022), we will consistently build on the successes 
of the past three years. the cooperation with the 
organisations BioS.cV and cabo Verde natura 2000, 
the ministries of agriculture and nature conservati-
on as well as other local groups will be continued in 
the Projeto tartaruga Boa Vista in order to maintain 
and further develop the achieved efficiency of nature 
conservation work, environmental education and  
development cooperation.

the protection of the nesting beaches with night pa-
trols will be continued in the same established way. 
for this purpose, temporary beach camps will again 
be set up during the nesting season and the two 
community-based protection projects in the villa-
ges of Povoação Velha and Bofareira will be suppor-
ted financially, professionally and logistically. within 
the framework of the „Sea turtle Surveillance task 

we would like to thank all financial supporters, as well as all  
private and public organisations and companies, who have 
kindly supported us with financial contributions and thus made 
our work possible and enable us to protect the sea turtles and 
their habitats. we would like to make special mention of the  
following institutions for their generous contributions in 2019:

Becker/cordes foundation, deutsche Stiftung meeresschutz 
(german foundation for the Protection of the Sea), dodobahati 
Stiftung für den Schutz der letzten wildtiere (foundation for the 
Protection of the last wild animals), dr. elfriede Backhaus Stif-
tung zum Schutz der tiere (foundation for the Protection of ani-
mals), educasa foundation, elisabeth rentschler-Stiftung für 
tierschutz (foundation for animal Protection), european foun-
dation for animal welfare, eva mayr-Stihl foundation, five to 
life foundation, forteum trust reg, gebr. Hilti ag constructions, 
municipality of Vaduz, Jugalti foundation, Juice dream trading 
ag, Kölner Stiftung für tier- und artenschutz (cologne foun-
dation for animal and Species Protection), lgt Bank ag, loteX 
foundation, margarethe and rudolf gsell foundation, mava 
fondation pour la nature, narinja foundation, Peter dornier 
foundation, roman Hermann ag, rHw foundation, Salmann 
investment management ag, S.d. fürst von und zu liechten-

Beck, J. (2019): Pfoten helfen flossen, Schweiz am 
wochenende (Switzerland), edition January 12, 2019.  
german Pdf download from https://www.turtle-foun-
dation.org/organisation/downloads-de/

cameron, S.J.K., Baltazar-Soares, m., Stiebens, V.a.,  
reischig, t. correira, S.m., Harrod, c., eizaguirre, c. (2019): 
diversity of feeding strategies in loggerhead Sea turtles 
from the cape Verde archipelago. marine Biology 166:130. 
Scientific publication of the Queen mary university  
london. link: https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/
s00227-019-3571-8

Barrios-garrido, H., corsino, c., cordes,  H. (2019):  
Socio-economic value of sea turtles in Boa Vista,  

force“ (StStf), the night-vision drone project star-
ted in 2018 will be continued with the aim of largely 
eradicating poaching by deterring and, if necessary, 
prosecuting perpetrators on Boa Vista. at the same 
time, the search dogs Karetta and Kelo will be further 
trained and deployed. these alternative protection 
measures should help to reduce staff and cost-in-
tensive beach patrols; we are expecting to be able to 
reduce the number of beach camps from five to four 
in the 2020 nesting season, or at least reduce staff 
noticeably in all camps.

the cabo Verde natura 2000 organisation will coor-
dinate the scientific activities of the individual orga-
nisations and push the development of a joint data-
base; we will do our utmost to support them in this. 
meanwhile, turtle foundation will continue its co-
operation with Queen mary university of london for 
further studies.

stein, See turtles / Billion Baby turtles, foundation drittes mil-
lennium, foundation Stiftung temperatio, foundation Stiftung 
wolfgang wüsthof, Sylvia und Hubert Schneider-gedenk-
stiftung, foundation for animal protection tierschutz-Stiftung 
wolfgang Bösche, too rare to wear, turtle foundation fri-
ends e. V, foundation unsere erde Stiftung, u. S. fish & wildlife  
Service, foundation VP Bank Stiftung, Vt-etiketten gmbH,  
wedive travel ag, willy and margherit wölfli foundation for 
nature, environment and animal Protection, ostrava Zoo.

we would also like to thank our partners and all other compa-
nies, who contribute prize donations to our annual raffle and  
therefore make it possible to guide all resulting benefits  
towards our projects. last but not least we would like to thank 
our project partners for the successful cooperation:

Balai Pengelolaan Sumberdaya Pesisir dan laut Padang,  
BPSPl (indonesia), BioS.cV (cape Verde), cabo Verde natura 
2000 (cape Verde), dakshin foundation (india), dinas Kelautan 
dan Perikanan Samarinda, dKP (indonesia), direção nacional 
do ambiente, dna (cape Verde), dodobahati foundation for the 
Protection of the last wild animals (Switzerland), Profauna (in-
donesia), Queen mary university of london (united Kingdom), 
too rare to wear (uSa)

cape Verde: a preliminary evaluation. centro de  
modelado científico (cmc), la universidad del Zulia,  
Venezuela. turtle foundation. Boa Vista island,  
cabo Verde. 

in June and September 2019, the filming for the docu-
mentary „cape Verde - two dogs as turtle rescuers“ was 
on site on Boa Vista. as part of the geo reportage, the 
arte tV production accompanies our conservation dogs  
Karetta and Kelo and their cape Verdean handlers on 
their way from the training centre in Switzerland all 
the way to their place of work on Boa Vista and also 
reports on some of our other activities like the beach 
patrols with night-vision drones. the documentary 
will be broadcast in 2020.

The team of the Fundação Tartaruga
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